Hot Work
Employees will protect property from fire and explosion by following the procedures outlined in this policy.  Hot Work is any work involving welding, brazing, soldering, and other applications producing a spark, flame, or heat, that are capable of initiating fires or explosions.

This procedure does not apply to contractors who shall comply with the International Building Code.  Activities such as use of candles, laboratory activities, pyrotechnics, cooking equipment, or electric soldering irons are not controlled under this procedure.

1. Hot Work is allowed only in areas that are fire-safe. Hot work may only be performed in either designated areas such as welding bays or permit-required areas.
2. Designated Area shall be constructed of noncombustible or fire-resistant construction, free of combustible materials, and segregated from adjacent areas.
3. Permit-Required Areas are locations made fire-safe by removing or protecting combustibles from ignition sources.  Before hot work operations begin in a non-designated location, a completed hot work permit will be prepared by the Supervisor.  The length of the permit will not exceed 24 hours.  The Supervisor and the worker will confirm:
a. Explosive atmospheres are not present.  

b. Precautions are taken to avoid accidental operation of automatic fire detection or suppression systems.

c. Personal protective equipment is being used.
d. Combustibles have been protected from ignition by moving the work to a location free from combustibles, moving combustibles to a safe distance, or having the combustibles properly shielded against ignition.
e. Sufficient local exhaust ventilation has been provided to prevent accumulation of smoke and fumes.
f.  If hot work is to be done on a wall, partition, ceiling, or roof, precautions have been taken to prevent ignition of combustibles on the other side by relocating combustibles. If it is impractical to relocate combustibles, a fire watch has been posted on the opposite side from the work.
g. Fire extinguishers are readily available. Fire extinguishers normally located in the building do not fulfill this requirement.  
h. Nearby personnel have been protected against heat, sparks, and slag in addition to the use of flash screens.
4. Final Inspection will be made 1/2 hour after the completion of hot work operations to detect and extinguish possible smoldering fires.

5. Record Retention of hot work permits shall be for six months following completion of the project.
6. Employees will comply with relevant building and fire codes.
HOT WORK PERMIT

This Hot Work Permit is required for any operation involving open flames or producing heat and/or sparks.  This includes, but is not limited to: brazing, cutting, grinding, soldering, thawing pipe, torch-applied roofing, and welding.



DATE___________









 
Precautions Checklist


Extinguishers are in service and operable	


Flammable liquids, dust, lint, and oil deposits have been removed


Explosive atmosphere not present


Floors have been swept clean


Combustible materials have been removed 


Combustible floors have been wet down, covered with damp sand or fire-resistant blankets


Wall and floor openings have been covered


Fire resistance tarpaulins have been suspended beneath work, if applicable


Construction is noncombustible and without combustible covering or insulation


Combustibles on other side of walls have been removed


No danger exists by conduction of heat into other materials locations


Containers purged of flammable liquids/vapors 


Ample ventilation to remove smoke /vapor from work area


If required, a Fire Watch has been assigned during, and for 30 minutes, after work is performed


The Fire Watch person has been trained in use of extinguishing equipment and emergency procedures


If the location is a confined space, the  Confined Space Entry permit  has been complied with


If Lockout/Tagout is needed, the Lockout/Tagout policy has been complied with


Fire Screens are used for flash protection

















Instructions:


The worker and supervisor will verify precautions listed on the right.  This permit will be retained for six months.


Complete and retain this permit





Hot work being done by:


Employee


Contractor





Date:__________________





Location of work:





Nature of work:





Name of person doing the hot work:





I verify the above location has been examined and  precautions have been taken to prevent fire and/or explosion.





Signed:________________________________





Date:		  Time:		a.m   p.m.





Time:              a.m.


                         p.m.





Date:





Permit


Expires:


DATE:





Emergency Response:





This permit is valid for up to, and no longer than, 24 hours!








