TITLE:
Confined Space Entry

PURPOSE:
To establish a safe and effective means of entry into confined spaces.
POLICY:
I.
Employees will recognize confined spaces as a hazardous work environment and utilize controls to safely work in confined spaces.  This policy establishes procedures for preventing employee vulnerability to dangerous and potentially fatal exposures to: 1) oxygen deficient environment; 2) flammable atmospheres; 3) toxic atmospheres.  


II.
This policy applies to employees who may enter a confined space. 

DEFINITION:
Confined space:  A location large enough to bodily enter that has limited means for entry or exit and is not intended for continuous human occupancy.   Examples of confined spaces include manholes, vaults, tanks, pipelines, and pits.
PROCEDURE:

1.
Training:  Employees shall not enter a confined space until successfully completing confined space entry training.  

2.
Permit/Checklist:  The attached permit/checklist shall be used prior to confined space entry.

3.
Atmospheric Testing
a.
Adequate ventilation shall be ensured by testing prior to confined space entry.  Air monitoring shall continue throughout the entry.  The air monitoring equipment shall be a calibrated direct-reading instrument for oxygen content, flammable gases/vapors, and toxic air contaminants.

b.
If a hazardous atmosphere is detected prior to entry, the confined space shall be properly ventilated.  The ventilation equipment shall be positioned to avoid blowing contaminated air into the confined space.  The atmosphere shall be re-tested prior to entry.

c.
If a hazardous atmosphere is detected during the entry, the employees will immediately evacuate the confined space.  The confined space shall be evaluated to determine what caused the hazardous atmosphere.  Measures to ensure the hazardous atmosphere will not reoccur shall be taken prior to re-entry.  The atmosphere shall be re-tested prior to entry.

IV.
Emergency Procedures
a.
A communications device such as a radio or telephone must be easily available in case of emergency.  

b.
In case of emergency: 

 (1)
The attendant shall not enter the confined space. 

(2)
If emergency retrieval equipment is not being used, the attendant shall:

(a)
Contact the fire department by dialing or having someone dial 911

(b)
Await the fire departments arrival and provide assistance if requested  

(3)
If emergency retrieval equipment is being used, the attendant shall:

(a)
Contact the fire department by dialing or having someone dial 911

(b)
Utilize the retrieval equipment to remove the employee from the confined space

(c)
Administer first aid to the extent that the attendant has been trained

(4)
Emergency retrieval equipment (body-harness, lifeline, and person-rated winch) shall be used when the confined space is high risk or permit required. High-risk confined spaces will require employees to work in teams of not less than two.  Employees shall not enter high-risk confined spaces without an attendant positioned outside of the confined space.  Examples of high-risk confined space entries include but are not limited to:

(a)
Sewer manholes

(b)
Conducting hot work such as welding during confined space entries

(c)
Using toxic or flammable chemicals during confined space entries

(d)
Confined spaces that have engulfment hazards

Confined Space Entry

Permit/Checklist

	Emergency Preparedness:

1.
____
Does the entry require emergency retrieval equipment?

Emergency retrieval equipment (body harness, lifeline, and person rated winch) shall be used when the confined space is at risk of the atmosphere becoming hazardous.  Examples of at risk confined space entries are sewer manholes, conducting hot work such as welding, and using toxic or flammable chemicals during confined space entries.  

2.
____
In case of an emergency, a means of communication is available to notify the fire department (call 911)

3.
____
The attendant will not enter the confined space.


	General:

1.
____
Personal protective equipment needed such as hard hats, gloves, safety glasses, reflective vests are being used.

2.
____
Participants have been trained in confined space entry procedures.

3.
____
Protected from traffic (barricades/flaggers).


	Atmospheric Testing:

1.
____
Air monitoring equipment has been calibrated.

2.
____
Oxygen is greater than 19.5%

3.
____
Combustibility is less than 10% of the lower explosive limit.

4.
____
Toxic gas is less than 50% of the threshold limit value.

5.
____
If an atmospheric limit has been exceeded, ventilate the confined space.

6.
____
The ventilation equipment is positioned to avoid blowing contaminated air into the confined space.

7.
____
The confined space shall be continuously monitored for hazardous atmospheres.

8.
____
Immediately evacuate the confined space if an atmospheric limit is exceeded during a confined space entry.


